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0fffce ol fte Secretary

From: Michi Bradley <mae$recnet.cgm>
Sent: Tuesday. February 13,2019 7:32pM
To: Ajit Pai; Mignon clyburn; Mike oRielly; Brendan carr; Jessica Rosenworcel
cc: Michelle carey; Albert shuldiner; James Bradshaw; ro* nrttonl Matt wesolowski; AlexanderSanjenis
Subject: Making Class C4 about "Community Radio Revitalization', with LpFM enhancements,

t7 -1 05, RM- 1 17 49, P.NI_| 1727 .

iIi]i,ilIT FiL[ CIOTY ORIGINAL

It is my understanding that the Cornmission is seriously considering bring forward to a notice ofproposed rulemaking (NPRM) in relation to adding u n"* class "C4o'Fdservice to the parts ofthe country within FM Zone II. The creation of thls service class would bring some benefits to asmall number of class A FM stations, many family and./orminority-owned tliat are already
operating at near full Class A facilities to be able tL better 

"ou", 
th-"i, communityof license andthe areas surrounding it. Since Class A is a "catch-all" service class for any FM'station with aservice contour less than 28.3 kilometers, I have found that there are many FM stations that aren9!-rynnins anywhere near a full Class A facility, likely for reasons spanning from economicability, community need, short-spacing or intemationairequirements. Therefore, the number ofClass A stations that can or would te witting to borne th. ,rp"rr." of upgrading would be on thelower side.

while I am very concerned about the increased noise floor and interference to a potentially
number of Low Power FM (LPFM) stations (as well as FM translators, includinjthose awardedinthe 2016 through 2018 AM Revitalization opportunities), I do feel that overali, ilass c4 canhelpthoseruralfull-serviceFMstationsthatareinapositiontodotheupgrade.

with that said, I do fe-el that any NPRM for Class C4 should be more of a..community radiorevitalization" NPRM which also includes changes that would not only hetp community-focused
full-serwice FM stations in rural areas but also clmmunity-focused low-power FM (LpFM)
stations in rural, suburban and urban areas.

In2al4, REC Networks filed a Petitionfor Rulemaking (RM-I tZ49), whichasked for thecommission to reconsider the ability for many LPFM ,-tution, to bapermitted tolincrease theirfacilities to 250 watts at 30 meters height above average terrain (HAAT). In2012, the
commission had already determined that an increase to zso watts can be done in accordance
with the Local community Radio Act (LCRA)lll. RM-l174g would allow existing LpFM
stations that are already over-protecting full-service FM faciliti"r to uaJi.r, tt 

" 
ir*", orbuilding penetration and other reception issues within their 3 yz mileservice areas. unlike thepoorly-written and dangerous LPFM proposal written shortly after RM-l 1749, theREC ..Lp-

250" proposal is fully compliant and consistent with the wiliof Congress in the LCRA and
retains LPFM as a non-commercial educational secondary service.

In addition, REC had made some additional recommendations in MB Docket ll-rcswhich
could maximize the viability of existing LPFM statious,in rural, suburban and urban areas. This
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' includes allowing LPFM stations to use directional antennas to protect FM translators and toexpand their service while remaining in compliance with the intemati;;;i;g;ent with
Y.li::.. We-also proposed'a $73.21s-lik" rolrrtion that will help LpFM ,tuiior,, t ure moreflexibility in location while remaining to protect full-service FM stations in a manner that even
exceeds how FM translators protect full-service FM stations. All of the.".rru"!.r are compliantwith the will of Congress as outlined in the LCRA.

Now that the FM translato-r filing windows have been completed and new construction permits
are already being issued. We must now turn our attention to the next filing opportunity for
organizations to file for new Low Power FM licenses. section 5(2) of the LiRA states that
licenses for new FM translator stations and new LPFM stations are distributed based on
community need. In 2013, a community need for new LPFM stations was addressed and in2017 atd2018, we as a community addressed a need to improve the AM broadcast service,
especially in rural areas where this revitalizat_ionwas desperately needeO. No*, ii,s the top ofthe second inning and LPFM is back at the plate. REC i; akeady receiving community interestfrom organizations interested in starting another LPFM window. over theiourse of this year asthe dust settles on Auctions 99 and 100, yg will review the potential for new LPFM availability
as well as the ongoing availability for existing LPFM stations to increase to our proposed Lp-250
service.

I am willing to work with you and each of your staffs to help move community radio
forward. LPFM stations lemain a very important link to the communities thaithey serve andanything we can do to help these stations out can be appreciated. I live on the Maryland Eastemshore and am willing to travel to DC if necessary to meet face-to-face on this.

Thank you for your time. If you or your staff have any fu*her questions, you may contact medirect at202 621'2040 (direct linefor FCC Staff caltingfrom zbz-nta pnine nuib"rsl

Respectfully,

/s/
Michelle Bradley
Founder
REC Networks

KEY POINTS OF RM.11749

Introduces a new LPFM class of service at25O watts at 30 meters height above average terrain
(7. 1 -kilometer service contour).

Addresses the ongoing issues with building penetration that Lp-100 stations are currently
encountering within 3 miles of their stations.



For co-channel and first-adjacent channel full-service stations, uses the same distanceseparations as LP-100 utilizing the overprotective "buffer zone" that was put into the rules in2000 when.LPFM was created

Address interference by LpFM stations in "foothill,, areas.

A method of "automatic upgrade" for qualifying stations similar to that used for the class A 3 to6kW upgrade.

Address the large number of $73.g70(a) waivers for moves over 5.6 kilometers.

offer a $73'21s-like solution for LPFM stations to operate from locations that would be..short-spaced" under the current rules.

Address the disparity caused by the use of distance separation by LpFM stations and prohibitedoverlap used by FM translators.

Address the massive overprotection to channel 6 TV stations by LpFM stations operating in thereserved band.

Expand the use of directional antennas in LpFM.

Restructure assignment and transfer rules to address ,.failing,, 
stations.

codification of FM boosters for LpFM and FM translator stations.

Address the large number of $73.g70(a) waivers for moves over 5.6 kilometers.

Removal of the "-LP,,from LpFM call signs.

FM translator protections to LpFM stations (add second adjacent channel).

All changes done in compliance with the Local community Radio Act.

f[ - Pub L. No. lll-377,124 stat.4072 (20t1). see also creation of a Low power Radio
Service, Fourth Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, ("Fourth NPRM,,) il pccRcd. 33 15 e0l2) atfootnote 125' we note that LP-250 *ut propoJ.din that proceeding, but it was done under the
context of a rural-only solution, a conceptpromoted by a group thaiwas not actively involved inLPFM and was trying to advance un ug"nda of 10 wati staiionr. r" nrur-ii}+q co-nsistent with



the Prometheus Radio Project and Common Frequency in the Fourth NPRM, we supported Lp-250with no geographic restrictions other than thtse required by internationi agreement. Theavailability of LP-250 without regard to rural county status is siilt a common ob]""tir" of LpFM
advocates who actually work with the service. ---------- -"J--
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